
Uzziah and His Self exaltation 1 of  9

UUZZZZIIAAHH AANNDD HHIISS SSEELLFF--EEXXAALLTTAATTIIOONN
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::11--2233..

LESSON 321 Senior Course
MMEEMMOORRYY VVEERRSSEE:: “If a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
himself” (Galatians 6:3).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James 
Version

BIBLE REFERENCES:

2 Chronicles 26:1-23 
1 Then all the people of 
Judah took Uzziah, who 
was sixteen years old, and 
made him king in the 
room of his father 
Amaziah. 
2 He built Eloth, and 
restored it to Judah, after 
that the king slept with his 
fathers. 
3 Sixteen years old was
Uzziah when he began to 
reign, and he reigned fifty 
and two years in 
Jerusalem. His mother's 
name also was Jecoliah of 
Jerusalem. 
4 And he did that which 
was right in the sight of 
the LORD, according to all 
that his father Amaziah 
did. 
5 And he sought God in the 
days of Zechariah, who 
had understanding in the 
visions of God: and as 
long as he sought the 
LORD, God made him to 
prosper. 
6 And he went forth and 
warred against the 
Philistines, and brake 
down the wall of Gath, 
and the wall of Jabneh, 
and the wall of Ashdod, 
and built cities about 
Ashdod, and among the 
Philistines. 
7 And God helped him 
against the Philistines, and 
against the Arabians that 

II UUzzzziiaahh’’ss PPiieettyy aanndd PPrroossppeerriittyy
11.. EElleevvaatteedd ttoo tthhee tthhrroonnee aatt aa yyoouunngg aaggee,, UUzzzziiaahh,, oorr AAzzaarriiaahh,, cclloosseellyy

ffoolllloowweedd tthhee mmaann ooff GGoodd,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::11--55;;
2 Kings 15:1-4 

1 In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel began 
Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judah to reign. 
2 Sixteen years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned two 
and fifty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jecholiah of 
Jerusalem. 
3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according 
to all that his father Amaziah had done; 
4 Save that the high places were not removed: the people sacrificed and 
burnt incense still on the high places. 

1 Kings 2:4 
4 That the LORD may continue his word which he spake concerning 
me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in 
truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail 
thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel. 

22.. GGoodd pprroossppeerreedd UUzzzziiaahh aanndd JJuuddaahh aass lloonngg aass UUzzzziiaahh ffoolllloowweedd tthhee LLoorrdd
aanndd oobbeeyyeedd HHiiss ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::55--1155;;

22 CChhrroonniicclleess 3311::2211
2211 AAnndd iinn eevveerryy wwoorrkk tthhaatt hhee bbeeggaann iinn tthhee sseerrvviiccee ooff tthhee hhoouussee ooff GGoodd,,
aanndd iinn tthhee llaaww,, aanndd iinn tthhee ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss,, ttoo sseeeekk hhiiss GGoodd,, hhee ddiidd iitt
wwiitthh aallll hhiiss hheeaarrtt,, aanndd pprroossppeerreedd..

11 SSaammuueell 1122::1133--1155
1133 NNooww tthheerreeffoorree bbeehhoolldd tthhee kkiinngg wwhhoomm yyee hhaavvee cchhoosseenn,, aanndd wwhhoomm yyee
hhaavvee ddeessiirreedd!! aanndd,, bbeehhoolldd,, tthhee LLOORRDD hhaatthh sseett aa kkiinngg oovveerr yyoouu..
1144 IIff yyee wwiillll ffeeaarr tthhee LLOORRDD,, aanndd sseerrvvee hhiimm,, aanndd oobbeeyy hhiiss vvooiiccee,, aanndd nnoott
rreebbeell aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,, tthheenn sshhaallll bbootthh yyee aanndd
aallssoo tthhee kkiinngg tthhaatt rreeiiggnneetthh oovveerr yyoouu ccoonnttiinnuuee ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee LLOORRDD yyoouurr
GGoodd::
1155 BBuutt iiff yyee wwiillll nnoott oobbeeyy tthhee vvooiiccee ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,, bbuutt rreebbeell aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee
ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,, tthheenn sshhaallll tthhee hhaanndd ooff tthhee LLOORRDD bbee
aaggaaiinnsstt yyoouu,, aass iitt wwaass aaggaaiinnsstt yyoouurr ffaatthheerrss..

DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 2299::99
99 KKeeeepp tthheerreeffoorree tthhee wwoorrddss ooff tthhiiss ccoovveennaanntt,, aanndd ddoo tthheemm,, tthhaatt yyee mmaayy
pprroossppeerr iinn aallll tthhaatt yyee ddoo..

11 CChhrroonniicclleess 2222::1111--1133
1111 NNooww,, mmyy ssoonn,, tthhee LLOORRDD bbee wwiitthh tthheeee;; aanndd pprroossppeerr tthhoouu,, aanndd bbuuiilldd
tthhee hhoouussee ooff tthhee LLOORRDD tthhyy GGoodd,, aass hhee hhaatthh ssaaiidd ooff tthheeee..
1122 OOnnllyy tthhee LLOORRDD ggiivvee tthheeee wwiissddoomm aanndd uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg,, aanndd ggiivvee tthheeee
cchhaarrggee ccoonncceerrnniinngg IIssrraaeell,, tthhaatt tthhoouu mmaayyeesstt kkeeeepp tthhee llaaww ooff tthhee LLOORRDD
tthhyy GGoodd..
1133 TThheenn sshhaalltt tthhoouu pprroossppeerr,, iiff tthhoouu ttaakkeesstt hheeeedd ttoo ffuullffiill tthhee ssttaattuutteess
aanndd jjuuddggmmeennttss wwhhiicchh tthhee LLOORRDD cchhaarrggeedd MMoosseess wwiitthh ccoonncceerrnniinngg
IIssrraaeell:: bbee ssttrroonngg,, aanndd ooff ggoooodd ccoouurraaggee;; ddrreeaadd nnoott,, nnoorr bbee ddiissmmaayyeedd..

PPssaallmm 11::33
33 AAnndd hhee sshhaallll bbee lliikkee aa ttrreeee ppllaanntteedd bbyy tthhee rriivveerrss ooff wwaatteerr,, tthhaatt
bbrriinnggeetthh ffoorrtthh hhiiss ffrruuiitt iinn hhiiss sseeaassoonn;; hhiiss lleeaaff aallssoo sshhaallll nnoott wwiitthheerr;;
aanndd wwhhaattssooeevveerr hhee ddooeetthh sshhaallll pprroossppeerr..

IIII UUzzzziiaahh’’ss PPrriiddee aanndd PPuunniisshhmmeenntt
11.. WWhheenn UUzzzziiaahh bbeeccaammee ssttrroonngg hhee ffoorrggoott tthhee ccoommmmaannddss ooff GGoodd,, IIII

CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::1155,, 1166;;
Deuteronomy 6:10-12 

10 And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee 
into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
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dwelt in Gurbaal, and the 
Mehunims. 
8 And the Ammonites gave 
gifts to Uzziah: and his 
name spread abroad even
to the entering in of 
Egypt; for he strengthened 
himself exceedingly. 
9 Moreover Uzziah built 
towers in Jerusalem at the 
corner gate, and at the 
valley gate, and at the 
turning of the wall, and 
fortified them. 
10 Also he built towers in 
the desert, and digged 
many wells: for he had 
much cattle, both in the 
low country, and in the 
plains: husbandmen also, 
and vine dressers in the 
mountains, and in Carmel: 
for he loved husbandry. 
11 Moreover Uzziah had an 
host of fighting men, that 
went out to war by bands, 
according to the number 
of their account by the 
hand of Jeiel the scribe 
and Maaseiah the ruler, 
under the hand of 
Hananiah, one of the 
king's captains. 
12 The whole number of 
the chief of the fathers of 
the mighty men of valour 
were two thousand and six 
hundred. 
13 And under their hand 
was an army, three 
hundred thousand and 
seven thousand and five 
hundred, that made war 
with mighty power, to help 
the king against the 
enemy. 
14 And Uzziah prepared for 
them throughout all the 
host shields, and spears, 
and helmets, and 
habergeons, and bows, 

and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou 
buildedst not, 
11 And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and 
wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, 
which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full; 
12 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

Deuteronomy 8:10-20 
10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD
thy God for the good land which he hath given thee. 
11 Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his 
commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I 
command thee this day: 
12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly 
houses, and dwelt therein; 
13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy 
gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; 
14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, 
which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage; 
15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein 
were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no 
water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 
16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers 
knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, 
to do thee good at thy latter end; 
17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand 
hath gotten me this wealth. 
18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth 
thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which 
he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 
19 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk 
after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against 
you this day that ye shall surely perish. 
20 As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before your face, so 
shall ye perish; because ye would not be obedient unto the voice of 
the LORD your God. 

Psalm 62:10 
10 Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches 
increase, set not your heart upon them. 

Proverbs 1:32 
32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

Proverbs 30:7-9 
7 Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die: 
8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor 
riches; feed me with food convenient for me: 
9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be 
poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain. 

22.. PPrriiddee aanndd sseellff--ssuuffffiicciieennccyy aarree ddaammnniinngg ssiinnss,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::1166;;
Daniel 4:30-32 

30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have 
built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for 
the honour of my majesty? 
31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The 
kingdom is departed from thee. 
32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with 
the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 

Daniel 5:17-24 
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to 
thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing 
unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation. 
18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a 
kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour: 
19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and 
languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; 
and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; 
and whom he would he put down. 
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and slings to cast stones. 
15 And he made in 
Jerusalem engines, 
invented by cunning men, 
to be on the towers and 
upon the bulwarks, to 
shoot arrows and great 
stones withal. And his 
name spread far abroad; 
for he was marvellously 
helped, till he was strong. 
16 But when he was strong, 
his heart was lifted up to 
his destruction: for he 
transgressed against the 
LORD his God, and went 
into the temple of the 
LORD to burn incense 
upon the altar of incense. 
17 And Azariah the priest 
went in after him, and 
with him fourscore priests 
of the LORD, that were
valiant men: 
18 And they withstood 
Uzziah the king, and said 
unto him, It appertaineth
not unto thee, Uzziah, to 
burn incense unto the 
LORD, but to the priests 
the sons of Aaron, that are 
consecrated to burn 
incense: go out of the 
sanctuary; for thou hast 
trespassed; neither shall it 
be for thine honour from 
the LORD God. 
19 Then Uzziah was wroth, 
and had a censer in his 
hand to burn incense: and 
while he was wroth with 
the priests, the leprosy 
even rose up in his 
forehead before the 
priests in the house of the 
LORD, from beside the 
incense altar. 
20 And Azariah the chief 
priest, and all the priests, 
looked upon him, and, 
behold, he was leprous in 
his forehead, and they 

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, 
he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from 
him: 
21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made 
like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed 
him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of 
heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 
22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, 
though thou knewest all this; 
23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have 
brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, 
thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou 
hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and 
stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified: 
24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was 
written. 

Hosea 13:1-8 
1 When Ephraim spake trembling, he exalted himself in Israel; but 
when he offended in Baal, he died. 
2 And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten 
images of their silver, and idols according to their own 
understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of them, 
Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves. 
3 Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew 
that passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out 
of the floor, and as the smoke out of the chimney. 
4 Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt 
know no god but me: for there is no saviour beside me. 
5 I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great drought. 
6 According to their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, and 
their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me. 
7 Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as a leopard by the way will 
I observe them: 
8 I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will 
rend the caul of their heart, and there will I devour them like a lion: 
the wild beast shall tear them. 

Luke 12:16-21 
16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully: 
17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I 
have no room where to bestow my fruits? 
18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 
19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 
20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided? 
21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God. 

Proverbs 16:18 
18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 

1 John 2:16 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

33.. FFeeeelliinngg tthhaatt hhee wwaass ssttrroonngg aanndd ssuuffffiicciieenntt iinn aallll tthhiinnggss,, UUzzzziiaahh
ppeerrffoorrmmeedd tthhee dduuttiieess ooff tthhee pprriieessttss,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::1166--1188;;

Proverbs 25:14 
14 Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind 
without rain. 

Numbers 16:1-35 
1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and 
Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, 
sons of Reuben, took men: 
2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of 
Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the 
congregation, men of renown: 
3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against 



Uzziah and His Self exaltation 4 of  9

thrust him out from 
thence; yea, himself 
hasted also to go out, 
because the LORD had 
smitten him. 
21 And Uzziah the king was 
a leper unto the day of his 
death, and dwelt in a 
several house, being a 
leper; for he was cut off 
from the house of the 
LORD: and Jotham his son 
was over the king's house, 
judging the people of the 
land. 
22 Now the rest of the acts 
of Uzziah, first and last, 
did Isaiah the prophet, the 
son of Amoz, write. 
23 So Uzziah slept with his 
fathers, and they buried 
him with his fathers in the 
field of the burial which 
belonged to the kings; for 
they said, He is a leper: 
and Jotham his son 
reigned in his stead. 

Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all 
the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among 
them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of 
the LORD? 
4 And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face: 
5 And he spake unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even 
to morrow the LORD will shew who are his, and who is holy; and will 
cause him to come near unto him: even him whom he hath chosen 
will he cause to come near unto him. 
6 This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company; 
7 And put fire therein, and put incense in them before the LORD to 
morrow: and it shall be that the man whom the LORD doth choose, 
he shall be holy: ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi.
8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi: 
9 Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath 
separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to 
himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand 
before the congregation to minister unto them? 
10 And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy brethren the 
sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye the priesthood also? 
11 For which cause both thou and all thy company are gathered 
together against the LORD: and what is Aaron, that ye murmur 
against him? 
12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: 
which said, We will not come up: 
13 Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that 
floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou 
make thyself altogether a prince over us? 
14 Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with 
milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt 
thou put out the eyes of these men? we will not come up. 
15 And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the LORD, Respect not 
thou their offering: I have not taken one ass from them, neither have 
I hurt one of them. 
16 And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy company before 
the LORD, thou, and they, and Aaron, to morrow: 
17 And take every man his censer, and put incense in them, and 
bring ye before the LORD every man his censer, two hundred and 
fifty censers; thou also, and Aaron, each of you his censer. 
18 And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid 
incense thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation with Moses and Aaron. 
19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the glory of the LORD
appeared unto all the congregation. 
20 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
21 Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may 
consume them in a moment. 
22 And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the 
spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all 
the congregation? 
23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the 
tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 
25 And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the 
elders of Israel followed him. 
26 And he spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, 
from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest 
ye be consumed in all their sins. 
27 So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
on every side: and Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the 
door of their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little 
children. 
28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me 
to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind. 
29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited 
after the visitation of all men; then the LORD hath not sent me. 
30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, 
and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go 
down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men 
have provoked the LORD. 
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31 And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these 
words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them: 
32 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and 
their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all 
their goods. 
33 They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the 
pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among 
the congregation. 
34 And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them: 
for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up also. 
35 And there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two 
hundred and fifty men that offered incense. 

Leviticus 10:1-11 
1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 
2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and 
they died before the LORD. 
3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, 
saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all 
the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 
4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the 
uncle of Aaron, and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren 
from before the sanctuary out of the camp. 
5 So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; 
as Moses had said. 
6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, 
his sons, Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye 
die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, 
the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath 
kindled. 
7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon 
you. And they did according to the word of Moses. 
8 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying, 
9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, 
when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall 
be a statute for ever throughout your generations: 
10 And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and 
between unclean and clean; 
11 And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which 
the LORD hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 

Numbers 3:5-10 
5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the 
priest, that they may minister unto him. 
7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole 
congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the 
service of the tabernacle. 
8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the 
service of the tabernacle. 
9 And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are
wholly given unto him out of the children of Israel. 
10 And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on 
their priest's office: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to 
death. 

Numbers 18:1-7 
1 And the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's 
house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou 
and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood. 
2 And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, 
bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and 
minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee shall minister
before the tabernacle of witness. 
3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the 
tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the 
sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die. 
4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: 
and a stranger shall not come nigh unto you. 
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5 And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of 
the altar: that there be no wrath any more upon the children of 
Israel. 
6 And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among 
the children of Israel: to you they are given as a gift for the LORD, to 
do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
7 Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's office 
for every thing of the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I 
have given your priest's office unto you as a service of gift: and the 
stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death. 

44.. UUzzzziiaahh bbeeccaammee aannggrryy wwhheenn rreepprriimmaannddeedd bbyy GGoodd’’ss sseerrvvaanntt --–– aannootthheerr
mmaanniiffeessttaattiioonn ooff hhiiss pprriiddee ––-- aanndd wwaass ssttrriicckkeenn bbyy GGoodd,, IIII
CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::1199;;

2 Kings 15:5 
5 And the LORD smote the king, so that he was a leper unto the day 
of his death, and dwelt in a several house. And Jotham the king's 
son was over the house, judging the people of the land. 

Psalm 141:5 
5 Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him 
reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my 
head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities. 

Hebrews 12:5 
5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as 
unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 

1 Peter 2:20 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God. 

Ephesians 5:21 
21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 

1 Peter 5:5 
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

1 Peter 5:6 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time: 

55.. UUzzzziiaahh wwaass ttrruusstt oouutt ooff tthhee TTeemmppllee,, IIII CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::2200..
66.. UUzzzziiaahh ccaarrrriieedd tthhee eevviiddeennccee ooff GGoodd’’ss ddiisspplleeaassuurree aanndd jjuuddggmmeenntt ttoo hhiiss

ggrraavvee;; nnoo mmeennttiioonn wwaass mmaaddee ooff aannyy rreeppeennttaannccee oonn hhiiss ppaarrtt,, IIII
CChhrroonniicclleess 2266::2211--2233;;

22 KKiinnggss 1155::55--77
55 AAnndd tthhee LLOORRDD ssmmoottee tthhee kkiinngg,, ssoo tthhaatt hhee wwaass aa lleeppeerr uunnttoo tthhee ddaayy ooff
hhiiss ddeeaatthh,, aanndd ddwweelltt iinn aa sseevveerraall hhoouussee.. AAnndd JJootthhaamm tthhee kkiinngg''ss ssoonn
wwaass oovveerr tthhee hhoouussee,, jjuuddggiinngg tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff tthhee llaanndd..
66 AAnndd tthhee rreesstt ooff tthhee aaccttss ooff AAzzaarriiaahh,, aanndd aallll tthhaatt hhee ddiidd,, aarree tthheeyy nnoott
wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee bbooookk ooff tthhee cchhrroonniicclleess ooff tthhee kkiinnggss ooff JJuuddaahh??
77 SSoo AAzzaarriiaahh sslleepptt wwiitthh hhiiss ffaatthheerrss;; aanndd tthheeyy bbuurriieedd hhiimm wwiitthh hhiiss
ffaatthheerrss iinn tthhee cciittyy ooff DDaavviidd:: aanndd JJootthhaamm hhiiss ssoonn rreeiiggnneedd iinn hhiiss sstteeaadd..

NOTES:
UUzzzziiaahh,, tthhee kkiinngg ooff JJuuddaahh,, hhaadd aa ggoooodd bbeeggiinnnniinngg;; aanndd hhee ccoouulldd hhaavvee hhaadd

aa vveerryy ggoooodd eennddiinngg iiff hhee hhaadd ccoonnttiinnuueedd iinn tthhee wwaayy tthhaatt bbrroouugghhtt GGoodd’’ss
bblleessssiinngg uuppoonn hhiimm iinn tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff hhiiss rreeiiggnn.. BBuutt UUzzzziiaahh ffaaiilleedd hhiiss GGoodd
aanndd ttuurrnneedd ffrroomm rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss aanndd hhoolliinneessss ttoo pprriiddee aanndd sseellff--ssuuffffiicciieennccyy..
HHee ssuuffffeerreedd aa tteerrrriibbllee ffaattee aanndd ddiieedd uunnddeerr GGoodd’’ss jjuuddggmmeenntt ffoorr hhiiss ssiinn.. WWee
aarree nnoott ttoolldd tthhee eexxtteenntt ooff hhiiss rreeppeennttaannccee,, oorr iiff aannyy rreeppeennttaannccee wwaass ffoouunndd iinn
hhiiss hheeaarrtt,, bbuutt bbeeccaauussee ooff hhiiss lleepprroossyy hhee wwaass nneevveerr aabbllee ttoo ggoo ttoo tthhee HHoouussee
ooff GGoodd aaggaaiinn aanndd hhee ddiieedd wwiitthhoouutt tthhaatt ccoonnssoollaattiioonn oorr eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt..

HHooww ppiittiiffuull iiss aann iinnddiivviidduuaall wwhhoo hhaass hhaadd eevveerryy aaddvvaannttaaggee iinn aa ssppiirriittuuaall
wwaayy,, bbuutt ffoorrssaakkeess tthhaatt wwaayy ooff rriigghhtt aanndd cchhoooosseess iinnsstteeaadd tthhee wwaayy ooff eerrrroorr!!
““TThhee rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss ooff tthhee rriigghhtteeoouuss sshhaallll nnoott ddeelliivveerr hhiimm iinn tthhee ddaayy ooff hhiiss
ttrraannssggrreessssiioonn;; .. .. .. nneeiitthheerr sshhaallll tthhee rriigghhtteeoouuss bbee aabbllee ttoo lliivvee ffoorr hhiiss
rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss iinn tthhee ddaayy tthhaatt hhee ssiinnnneetthh”” ((EEzzeekkiieell 3333::1122)).. TThhee ssiinnss ooff tthhee
ssiinnnneerr aarree bbllootttteedd oouutt wwhheenn hhee iiss jjuussttiiffiieedd bbyy tthhee ffrreeee ggrraaccee ooff GGoodd;; aanndd
lliikkeewwiissee,, tthhee ggoooodd ddeeeeddss ooff tthhee rriigghhtteeoouuss mmaann ddoo nnoott ddeelliivveerr tthhaatt mmaann iiff hhee
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ttuurrnnss aassiiddee ffrroomm tthhee ppaatthhss ooff rriigghhtt iinnttoo tthhee wwaayy ooff ssiinn.. IIff tthhee rriigghhtteeoouuss
““ttrruusstt ttoo hhiiss oowwnn rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,, aanndd ccoommmmiitt iinniiqquuiittyy,, aallll hhiiss rriigghhtteeoouussnneesssseess
sshhaallll nnoott bbee rreemmeemmbbeerreedd;; bbuutt ffoorr hhiiss iinniiqquuiittyy tthhaatt hhee hhaatthh ccoommmmiitttteedd,, hhee
sshhaallll ddiiee ffoorr iitt”” ((EEzzeekkiieell 3333::1133)).. TThheessee aarree ssoolleemmnn ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss.. TThheeyy
sshhooww tthhee vviittaall iimmppoorrttaannccee ooff bbeeggiinnnniinngg iinn tthhee rriigghhtt wwaayy aanndd tthhee eeqquuaallllyy
vviittaall rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt ooff ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg iinn tthhee rriigghhtt wwaayy ttoo tthhee vveerryy eenndd..

UUzzzziiaahh tthhee PPrriivviilleeggeedd KKiinngg ooff JJuuddaahh
UUzzzziiaahh hhaadd aa pprriivviilleeggee tthhaatt mmaannyy hhaavvee nnoott hhaadd.. HHee wwaass kkiinngg aanndd hhaadd

aacccceessss ttoo mmaannyy ddiiffffeerreenntt ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess tthhaatt wweerree eeiitthheerr ggoooodd oorr eevviill;; aanndd
ffoorr tthhee ffiirrsstt ppaarrtt ooff hhiiss lliiffee hhee aacctteedd wwiisseellyy aanndd ffoolllloowweedd tthhee ccoouunnsseell ooff tthhee
mmaann ooff GGoodd.. ““HHee ddiidd tthhaatt wwhhiicchh wwaass rriigghhtt iinn tthhee ssiigghhtt ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,, .. .. ..
AAnndd hhee ssoouugghhtt GGoodd iinn tthhee ddaayyss ooff ZZeecchhaarriiaahh,, wwhhoo hhaadd uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg iinn tthhee
vviissiioonnss ooff GGoodd:: aanndd aass lloonngg aass hhee ssoouugghhtt tthhee LLOORRDD,, GGoodd mmaaddee hhiimm ttoo
pprroossppeerr..”” TThhee lliisstt ooff hhiiss aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss iiss lloonngg.. JJuuddaahh wwaass bblleesssseedd
dduurriinngg tthhiiss ppoorrttiioonn ooff hhiiss rreeiiggnn.. IItt iiss ssaaiidd ooff UUzzzziiaahh tthhaatt hhee wwaass tthhee ffiirrsstt ttoo
iinnvveenntt mmaacchhiinneess ooff wwaarr tthhaatt wwoouulldd ccuutt ddoowwnn tthhee ttiimmee ooff bbeessiieeggiinngg wwaalllleedd
cciittiieess.. AAss aa lloovveerr ooff hhuussbbaannddrryy,, tthhee ccoouunnttrryy pprroossppeerreedd uunnddeerr hhiiss
aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonnss..

UUzzzziiaahh hhaadd tthhee pprriivviilleeggee ooff kknnoowwiinngg mmaannyy oouuttssttaannddiinngg mmeenn ooff GGoodd ootthheerr
tthhaann ZZeecchhaarriiaahh,, aabboouutt wwhhoomm wwee kknnooww lliittttllee.. IIssaaiiaahh wwaass aa pprroopphheett dduurriinngg
UUzzzziiaahh’’ss rreeiiggnn,, aanndd iitt wwaass iinn tthhee yyeeaarr ooff UUzzzziiaahh’’ss ddeeaatthh tthhaatt IIssaaiiaahh ssaaww tthhee
vviissiioonn ooff tthhee TTrriiuunnee GGooddhheeaadd tthhaatt ccoonnvviinncceedd hhiimm ooff hhiiss nneeeedd ooff eennttiirree
ssaannccttiiffiiccaattiioonn.. AAmmooss aanndd HHoosseeaa pprroopphheessiieedd dduurriinngg UUzzzziiaahh’’ss rreeiiggnn.. TThheerree
wweerree,, bbeeyyoonndd aallll ddoouubbtt,, ootthheerr ggooddllyy ppeeooppllee iinn tthhee nnaattiioonn wwhhoo wweerree lleedd ttoo
GGoodd bbyy tthheessee tthhrreeee mmiinniisstteerrss ooff rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss wwhhoossee ccoommbbiinneedd ffaaiitthh aanndd
ssppiirriittuuaall ggrraaccee wwoouulldd nnaattuurraallllyy hhaavvee eennhhaanncceedd aanndd bblleesssseedd tthhee kkiinnggddoomm aanndd
tthhee mmoonnaarrcchh..

BBuutt tthhee nnaattiioonn ddiidd nnoott wwhhoollllyy ffoollllooww tthhee eexxaammppllee ooff tthheeiirr kkiinngg oorr tthhee
wwoorrddss ooff tthheeiirr pprroopphheettss,, aanndd tthhee ppeeooppllee ccoonnttiinnuueedd ttoo bbuurrnn iinncceennssee aanndd
ooffffeerr ssaaccrriiffiicceess oonn tthhee hhiigghh ppllaacceess wwhhiicchh UUzzzziiaahh hhaadd ffaaiilleedd ttoo rreemmoovvee.. TThhee
nnaattiioonn wwaass ddiivviiddeedd iinn tthheeiirr wwoorrsshhiipp,, aa ppoooorr ssuubbssttiittuuttee ffoorr tthhee tthheeooccrraaccyy tthhaatt
GGoodd ddeessiirreedd.. SSoommee ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee wweenntt ttoo tthhee HHoouussee ooff GGoodd,, wwhhiillee ootthheerrss
ttuurrnneedd aassiiddee ttoo aann eeaassiieerr wwaayy –– tthhee ccoonnvveenniieennttllyy llooccaatteedd ssuubbssttiittuuttee hhoouussee
oorr ppllaaccee ooff wwoorrsshhiipp tthhaatt ddiidd nnoott rreeqquuiirree tthhee ssaaccrriiffiicciiaall eeffffoorrtt oonn tthheeiirr ppaarrtt aass
ddiidd tthhee lloonngg ttrriipp ttoo JJeerruussaalleemm tthhrreeee ttiimmeess aa yyeeaarr.. SSoommee pprroobbaabbllyy wweenntt ttoo
tthhee HHoouussee ooff GGoodd aanndd tthhee hhiigghh ppllaaccee aallssoo,, rreeaassoonniinngg tthhaatt iiff oonnee wwaass ggoooodd,,
bbootthh wwoouulldd bbee bbeetttteerr.. SSoommee,, nnoo ddoouubbtt,, wweenntt ttoo tthhee HHoouussee ooff GGoodd oonnllyy
bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy kknneeww iitt wwaass pprrooppeerr ttoo ddoo ssoo aanndd nnoott bbeeccaauussee tthheerree wwaass aa
ggeennuuiinnee ssppiirriitt ooff wwoorrsshhiipp iinn tthheeiirr hheeaarrttss.. BBuutt tthheerree wwaass aallwwaayyss tthhee ffaaiitthhffuull
rreemmnnaanntt wwhhoo wwoorrsshhiippeedd GGoodd,, aanndd HHiimm aalloonnee,, bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy lloovveedd HHiimm aanndd
bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy ddeessiirreedd HHiiss wwaayy mmoorree tthhaann aannyytthhiinngg eellssee..

CCoouunntteerrppaarrttss ooff aallll tthheessee ccllaasssseess ooff ppeeooppllee ccaann bbee ffoouunndd iinn CChhrriisstteennddoomm
ttooddaayy,, aass wweellll aass aatt aannyy ttiimmee iinn tthhee hhiissttoorryy ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh.. BBuutt tthheerree iiss oonnllyy
oonnee wwaayy.. TThheerree iiss oonnllyy oonnee GGoodd.. TThheerree iiss oonnllyy oonnee ssaallvvaattiioonn.. TThheerree iiss oonnllyy
oonnee wwoorrsshhiipp aanndd tthhaatt iiss tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff tthhee ttrruuee GGoodd,, wwhhiicchh iiss iinn ssppiirriitt aanndd
iinn ttrruutthh.. TThheerree iiss oonnllyy oonnee ggrroouupp tthhaatt wwiillll bbee ggaatthheerreedd bbyy tthhee LLoorrdd wwhheenn
HHee ccoommeess,, aanndd tthhaatt ggrroouupp iiss mmaaddee ooff tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaavvee mmaaddee aa ccoovveennaanntt
wwiitthh HHiimm bbyy ssaaccrriiffiiccee..

UUzzzziiaahh ““wwaass mmaarrvveelllloouussllyy hheellppeedd,, ttiillll hhee wwaass ssttrroonngg..”” TThhee AAppoossttllee
wwrroottee:: ““MMoosstt ggllaaddllyy tthheerreeffoorree wwiillll II rraatthheerr gglloorryy iinn mmyy iinnffiirrmmiittiieess,, tthhaatt tthhee
ppoowweerr ooff CChhrriisstt mmaayy rreesstt uuppoonn mmee.. TThheerreeffoorree II ttaakkee pplleeaassuurree iinn iinnffiirrmmiittiieess,,
iinn rreepprrooaacchheess,, iinn nneecceessssiittiieess,, iinn ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss,, iinn ddiissttrreesssseess ffoorr CChhrriisstt’’ss ssaakkee::
ffoorr wwhheenn II aamm wweeaakk,, tthheenn aamm II ssttrroonngg”” ((IIII CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 1122::99,, 1100)).. SSoo lloonngg
aass UUzzzziiaahh ddeeppeennddeedd uuppoonn GGoodd,, hhee wwaass hheellppeedd bbyy GGoodd.. AAnndd ssoo lloonngg aass hhee
wwaass hheellppeedd bbyy GGoodd hhee hhaadd ggrreeaatt ssttrreennggtthh..

BBuutt oofftteenn ootthheerrss ddoo aass UUzzzziiaahh ddiidd.. IItt iiss eeaassyy,, aafftteerr GGoodd hhaass hheellppeedd uuss
aanndd ggiivveenn uuss aa mmeeaassuurree ooff ssttrreennggtthh iinn oonnee wwaayy oorr aannootthheerr,, ffoorr uuss ttoo ggeett oouurr
eeyyeess ooffff tthhee GGiivveerr aanndd llooookk aatt tthhee ssttrreennggtthh,, oorr tthhee aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss,, oorr aatt
tthhee bblleessssiinnggss wwee hhaavvee rreecceeiivveedd.. TThhiiss wwee mmuusstt nneevveerr ddoo iiff wwee wwaanntt ttoo
rreettaaiinn tthhee ffaavvoouurr aanndd bblleessssiinngg ooff GGoodd.. WWee mmuusstt aallwwaayyss kkeeeepp oouurr eeyyeess oonn
tthhee GGiivveerr.. WWee mmuusstt nnoott aallllooww oouurrsseellvveess ttoo llooookk aatt oouurr sskkiillllss,, oouurr
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QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. NNaammee tthhrreeee pprroopphheettss ooff

GGoodd,, wwhhoo wwrroottee
BBooookkss ooff tthhee BBiibbllee,,
wwhhoo lliivveedd dduurriinngg tthhee
rreeiiggnn ooff UUzzzziiaahh..

22.. WWhhaatt ggrreeaatt eevveenntt
ooccccuurrrreedd iinn tthhee yyeeaarr
tthhaatt UUzzzziiaahh ddiieedd,,
rreeccoorrddeedd iinn tthhee BBooookk
ooff IIssaaiiaahh??

33.. UUnnddeerr wwhhoossee iinnfflluueennccee
ddooeess oouurr lleessssoonn ssttaattee
tthhaatt UUzzzziiaahh lliivveedd
dduurriinngg ppaarrtt ooff hhiiss
rreeiiggnn??

44.. DDiidd UUzzzziiaahh ddoo ggoooodd oorr
eevviill iinn tthhee ffiirrsstt ppaarrtt ooff
hhiiss lliiffee??

55.. WWhhaatt ccaauusseedd UUzzzziiaahh ttoo
cchhaannggee aanndd ddoo
ddiiffffeerreennttllyy iinn tthhee
llaatttteerr ppaarrtt ooff hhiiss lliiffee??

66.. UUzzzziiaahh bbeeccaammee aa lleeppeerr..
WWhhaatt ssiinn ddiidd hhee
ccoommmmiitt tthhaatt bbrroouugghhtt
hhiiss ddiisseeaassee uuppoonn
hhiimm??

77.. WWhhaatt ppeennaallttyy aanndd
jjuuddggmmeenntt,, bbeessiiddeess
tthhee ddiisseeaassee ooff
lleepprroossyy,, ddiidd UUzzzziiaahh
ssuuffffeerr bbeeccaauussee ooff hhiiss
ssiinn??

88.. WWhhyy iiss pprriiddee aa ssiinn??
99.. WWhhaatt iiss mmeeaanntt bbyy sseellff--

ssuuffffiicciieennccyy?? WWhhyy iiss iitt

aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss,, oouurr aattttaaiinnmmeennttss,, oorr oouurr ggiiffttss.. SSoommee nnoott oonnllyy llooookk aatt
tthheessee tthhiinnggss bbuutt eevveenn ddaarree ttoo bbooaasstt ooff tthheemm,, wwhhiicchh iiss iinnffiinniitteellyy wwoorrssee tthhaann
mmeerreellyy sseeeeiinngg tthheemm.. TThhee ggooddllyy mmaann wwiillll nnoott aallllooww hhiimmsseellff eevveenn ttoo sseeee
tthheessee tthhiinnggss uunnlleessss hhee llooookkss aatt tthheemm ffoorr tthhee ssoollee ppuurrppoossee ooff lleettttiinngg GGoodd bbee
gglloorriiffiieedd tthhrroouugghh tthheemm..

JJeessuuss ssaaiidd:: ““WWhheenn yyee sshhaallll hhaavvee ddoonnee aallll tthhoossee tthhiinnggss wwhhiicchh aarree
ccoommmmaannddeedd yyoouu,, ssaayy,, WWee aarree uunnpprrooffiittaabbllee sseerrvvaannttss:: wwee hhaavvee ddoonnee tthhaatt
wwhhiicchh wwaass oouurr dduuttyy ttoo ddoo”” ((LLuukkee 1177::1100)).. PPaauull tthhee AAppoossttllee wwrroottee,, ““OOuurr
ssuuffffiicciieennccyy iiss ooff GGoodd”” ((IIII CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 33::55)).. IItt iiss aallssoo wwrriitttteenn:: ““WWhhoossooeevveerr
sshhaallll eexxaalltt hhiimmsseellff sshhaallll bbee aabbaasseedd;; aanndd hhee tthhaatt sshhaallll hhuummbbllee hhiimmsseellff sshhaallll
bbee eexxaalltteedd”” ((MMaatttthheeww 2233::1122)),, ttoo wwhhiicchh wwee ccaann aadddd tthhee sseeaarrcchhiinngg qquueessttiioonn
ffrroomm SSccrriippttuurree:: ““WWhhoo mmaakkeetthh tthheeee ttoo ddiiffffeerr ffrroomm aannootthheerr?? aanndd wwhhaatt hhaasstt
tthhoouu tthhaatt tthhoouu ddiiddsstt nnoott rreecceeiivvee?? nnooww iiff tthhoouu ddiiddsstt rreecceeiivvee iitt,, wwhhyy ddoosstt
tthhoouu gglloorryy,, aass iiff tthhoouu hhaaddsstt nnoott rreecceeiivveedd iitt??”” ((II CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 44::77))..

TThhee CCoonnsseeqquueenncceess ooff SSiinn
TThhee nneexxtt sstteepp tthhaatt UUzzzziiaahh ttooookk wwaass oonnee tthhaatt hhee wwoouulldd nneevveerr hhaavvee

tthhoouugghhtt ooff ttaakkiinngg aatt aann eeaarrlliieerr ddaattee wwhheenn hhiiss hheeaarrtt wwaass hhuummbbllee ttoowwaarrdd
GGoodd.. SSiinn iiss nnoott eenntteerreedd iinnttoo iinn aallll iittss tteerrrriibblleenneessss aatt tthhee vveerryy bbeeggiinnnniinngg..
TThheerree iiss aa ssttaarrtt,, aanndd tthhaatt ssttaarrtt mmaayy aappppeeaarr ttoo bbee vveerryy iinnnnoocceenntt.. IInn UUzzzziiaahh’’ss
ccaassee,, ppeerrhhaappss iitt wwaass nnoott nnoottiicceedd bbyy aannyyoonnee.. TThhee BBiibbllee ssaayyss:: ““HHiiss hheeaarrtt
wwaass lliifftteedd uupp..”” PPeerrhhaappss hhee wweenntt oonn iinn tthhee ssaammee wwaayy,, iinn tthhee ssaammee oouuttwwaarrdd
aattttiittuuddeess,, iinn tthhee ssaammee ssyysstteemm ooff wwoorrsshhiipp,, wwiitthh tthhee ssaammee aassssoocciiaatteess aanndd
ccoommppaanniioonnss,, aass bbeeffoorree.. BBuutt tthheerree wwaass aa cchhaannggee:: ““HHiiss hheeaarrtt wwaass lliifftteedd uupp..””

HHooww ssuubbttllee aarree tthhee wwoorrkkss ooff SSaattaann,, ddeessiiggnneedd aanndd ppeerrppeettrraatteedd bbyy hhiimm ffoorr
tthhee ddeessttrruuccttiioonn ooff GGoodd’’ss sseerrvvaannttss.. LLiikkee tthhee bbiittee ooff aa ppooiissoonnoouuss sseerrppeenntt,,
tthheeyy mmaayy bbee ddiiffffiiccuulltt ttoo sseeee oonn tthhee oouuttssiiddee,, bbuutt tthhee ppooiissoonn iiss iimmppllaanntteedd
wwiitthhiinn aanndd iittss ddeeaaddllyy wwoorrkk iiss ggooiinngg oonn.. AA bbiitt ooff ffllaatttteerryy rreecceeiivveedd aanndd
ttrreeaassuurreedd,, aa lliittttllee sseellff--pprraaiissee ssiilleennttllyy aalllloowweedd wwiitthhiinn oonnee’’ss oowwnn sseeccrreett
tthhoouugghhttss,, aa ffeeeelliinngg tthhaatt hhee iiss tthhee oonnee wwhhoo ccaann ddoo bbeesstt tthhee dduuttyy bbeeffoorree hhiimm,,
aa llaacckk ooff ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn ooff tthhee aabbiilliittiieess oorr aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss ooff ootthheerrss;; aannyy ooff
tthheessee ccaann bbee aann aanncchhoorr--ssttoonnee wwhhiicchh,, iiff sseenntt oonn iittss wwaayy,, ccaann rreelleeaassee aa wwhhoollee
aavvaallaanncchhee ooff iinnffaammyy aanndd ssppiirriittuuaall ddeessttrruuccttiioonn wwhheerree oonnccee tthheerree wwaass aa
ppeeaacceeffuull aanndd pprroossppeerroouuss ccoonnddiittiioonn.. EEvveerryy CChhrriissttiiaann wwoouulldd ddoo wweellll ttoo
eexxaammiinnee hhiiss oowwnn hheeaarrtt,, oovveerr aanndd oovveerr,, ffoorr aannyy eevviiddeenncceess oorr iinncclliinnaattiioonnss ooff
tthhiiss sseerriioouuss ccoonnddiittiioonn.. AAbboovvee aallll,, tthhee CChhrriissttiiaann’’ss hheeaarrtt mmuusstt nnoott bbee lliifftteedd uupp..
HHee mmuusstt bbee hhuummbbllee iinn eevveerryy wwaayy;; bbuutt,, eessppeecciiaallllyy,, hhee mmuusstt bbee hhuummbbllee iinn
hheeaarrtt.. OOuuttwwaarrdd hhuummiilliittyy iiss vvaalluueelleessss iiff oonnee’’ss hheeaarrtt iiss lliifftteedd uupp.. AAnndd oonnee’’ss
oouuttwwaarrdd aattttiittuuddee wwiillll bbee rriigghhtt iiff hhiiss hheeaarrtt iiss ttrruullyy hhuummbbllee..

PPrreessuummppttiioonn tthhee RReessuulltt ooff PPrriiddee
UUzzzziiaahh eenntteerreedd tthhee ssaannccttuuaarryy ooff GGoodd,, sseettttiinngg aassiiddee tthhee oorrddiinnaanncceess aanndd

oorrddaaiinneedd mmeenn ooff GGoodd,, ttoo bbuurrnn iinncceennssee oonn tthhee aallttaarr ooff GGoodd.. TThhiiss wwaass aa
sseerriioouuss ssiinn.. TThhee LLaaww ooff MMoosseess ddeeccrreeeedd tthhaatt tthhoossee wwhhoo ccoommmmiitttteedd iitt sshhoouulldd
bbee ppuutt ttoo ddeeaatthh,, bbuutt ssiinnccee UUzzzziiaahh wwaass tthhee ttiittuullaarr hheeaadd ooff JJuuddaahh tthheerree wwaass
nnoo oonnee ttoo oorrddeerr tthhee ssuupprreemmee ppeennaallttyy uuppoonn hhiimm..

TThhee pprriieesstt ooff GGoodd,, hhoowweevveerr,, wwiitthhssttoooodd tthhee kkiinngg,, eexxeerrcciissiinngg hhiiss ffuullll rriigghhtt
bbeeffoorree GGoodd;; aanndd wwhheenn tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd ffeellll,, tthhoorroouugghhllyy vviinnddiiccaattiinngg tthhee
pprriieesstt ooff GGoodd,, tthhee wwhhoollee aasssseemmbbllyy ooff pprriieessttss eevviicctteedd UUzzzziiaahh ffrroomm tthhee hhoollyy
pprreecciinnccttss.. IInn ffaacctt,, wwhheenn UUzzzziiaahh ssaaww tthhee lleepprroossyy tthhaatt GGoodd hhaadd iinnssttaannttllyy sseenntt
uuppoonn hhiimm hhee wwaass ggllaadd ttoo ggoo oouutt ooff tthhee HHoouussee ooff GGoodd.. TThhee lleepprroossyy ccaammee,,
nnoott iinn tthhee eeaarrllyy ssttaaggeess ooff tthhee ddiisseeaassee,, bbuutt iinn oonnee ooff tthhee aaddvvaanncceedd ssttaaggeess..
UUzzzziiaahh kknneeww tthhaatt nnoo lleeppeerr hhaadd aannyy rriigghhtt iinn tthhee TTeemmppllee.. HHee kknneeww aallssoo tthhaatt
nnoo uunnoorrddaaiinneedd ppeerrssoonn hhaadd aannyy rriigghhtt tthheerree,, eessppeecciiaallllyy ttoo bbuurrnn iinncceennssee.. HHee
hhaadd vviioollaatteedd GGoodd’’ss oorrddiinnaannccee aanndd hhoollyy rreessttrriiccttiioonnss aanndd hhaadd ffeelltt ssuuddddeenn
jjuuddggmmeenntt ccoommee uuppoonn hhiimm.. HHee ddiidd nnoott wwaanntt ttoo sseeee ffuurrtthheerr jjuuddggmmeenntt ccoommee
uuppoonn hhiimm bbyy aa ffuurrtthheerr ddiissrreeggaarrdd ooff GGoodd’’ss llaaww..

IInn ootthheerr iinnssttaanncceess wwhheenn mmaann sseett aassiiddee GGoodd’’ss llaaww iinn tthhiiss mmaatttteerr,, ssuuddddeenn
jjuuddggmmeenntt aallssoo ccaammee ffrroomm GGoodd.. MMaann ddiidd nnoott hhaavvee ttoo rraaiissee hhiiss hhaanndd ttoo
ddeeffeenndd GGoodd iinn tthhee mmaatttteerr.. MMaann hhaadd oonnllyy ttoo pprrooccllaaiimm tthhee llaaww aanndd wwiillll ooff
GGoodd.. KKoorraahh,, DDaatthhaann,, aanndd AAbbiirraamm wweerree sswwaalllloowweedd aalliivvee bbyy tthhee eeaarrtthh
bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy aatttteemmpptteedd ttoo sseett aassiiddee GGoodd’’ss oorrddiinnaanncceess aanndd oorrddaaiinneedd
sseerrvvaanntt.. TTwwoo ssoonnss ooff AAaarroonn,, tthheemmsseellvveess aappppooiinntteedd ttoo tthhee pprriieessttllyy ooffffiiccee,,
ddiissrreeggaarrddeedd tthhee oorrddiinnaannccee ooff GGoodd aanndd wweerree ssllaaiinn bbyy tthhee LLoorrdd ((LLeevviittiiccuuss
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ssuucchh aa sseerriioouuss ssiinn??
1100.. TThhee tteennddeennccyy iinn mmooddeerrnn

ttiimmeess iiss ttoowwaarrdd sseellff--
ssuuffffiicciieennccyy.. NNaammee
ssoommee ooff tthhee iinnfflluueenncceess
tthhaatt lleeaadd ppeeooppllee iinn tthhaatt
wwaayy aanndd sshhooww wwhhyy tthhee
aarrgguummeennttss iinn ffaavvoouurr ooff
iitt aarree ccoonnttrraarryy ttoo tthhee
GGoossppeell ooff CChhrriisstt..

1100::11))..
WWee ccaann sseeee bbyy tthheessee iinnssttaanncceess tthhee sseerriioouussnneessss ooff nnoott wwaallkkiinngg iinn aallll tthhee

ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss ooff GGoodd,, aanndd tthhee ffuuttiilliittyy ooff aatttteemmppttiinngg ttoo sseett aassiiddee tthhee ppllaann
ooff GGoodd ffoorr oouurr oowwnn wwaayy tthhaatt mmiigghhtt bbee mmoorree pplleeaassiinngg ttoo oouurr lliifftteedd--uupp hheeaarrtt..
SSuuddddeenn jjuuddggmmeenntt ccaann ccoommee ffrroomm GGoodd uuppoonn aannyy vviioollaattoorr ooff HHiiss
ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss.. WWee sseeee hheerree,, iinn aaddddiittiioonn,, tthhee tteerrrriibbllee ccoonnssee--qquueenncceess ooff
ssoo--ccaalllleedd ssmmaallll ttrraannssggrreessssiioonnss,, oorr iinndduullggeenncceess,, tthhaatt mmaayy bbee ccoonncceeaalleedd iinn tthhee
hheeaarrtt,, wwhhiicchh,, iiff aalllloowweedd ttoo ccoonnttiinnuuee,, wwiillll lleeaadd ttoo ggrreeaatteerr ssiinnss aanndd eevveennttuuaallllyy
ttoo ccoommpplleettee rreebbeelllliioonn aaggaaiinnsstt GGoodd..


